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To T 

GENTLEMEN 
Of the Veſtry of 

St. Margaret's Weſtminſter. 


\ 


GENTLEMEN, ww 


Cou d be entirely ſatisfied to want ſome Apology for 
this Publication of the 7 lowing Diſcourſe; and 
cond willingly undergo all the Cenſures of Invidionſ- 
eſs for Preaching as well as Printing it, if the 
Commands of God and Laws of the Land had had their 
due effe# upon either Magiſtrate or People, but when 
both are equally culpable, and one Sins permijſrvely as much 
as Fother does overtly, the burden of Reformation lies al- - 
together upon the Clergy, and we muſt, be accounted Fools 
for God's ſake that we may be wiſe. 
| The Supream Authority has in part vindicated it ſelf 
by enforcing Laws againſt Prophane Swearing, and ap- 
pointing Four Solemn Days in the Tear, for promulgating 
the New Law, and God Almighty. may ſtill put into 
their Hearts ps "us effeFual way for ſupprelſing wholly 
this contempt of his Divinity, but till the Wiſdome of 
Parliament ſhall finiſh this hitherto Imperfedt Attempt; 
we of the Holy Miniſtry op labour againſt Wind and 
Tide, and ought as much as in us lies make good the - 
;2% 5 E 8 be 
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8 of Secular Laws. O may the Era E of 
Scripture 1 5 _ have ſuch a Glorious Bleſſing as to 
conſummate the More? 
| The Day in which J preach d this Sermon, Anthoriz'd 
| | the Subje& in a more particular reſpect, and Your Irreſiſta- 
; ble Commands not to fay Preſſing Importunities Publiſh 4 
it. 
I have had frequent Inſtances of your Dye and Re- 
ſpeckt to me, but I coud not foreſee you wou d needs let 
the World know how well diſposd von are to accept of + 
ſmall Performances, otherwiſe I ſhowd have made 4 more 
id Achnowledgment of my Gratitude ; but be it as it 
8s, I can more eaſily account for the Preachin g, than ei- 
ther You or 70 for the Printing it, tho a Good natur d 
Reader may ſee, that the general Good of Mankind was 


the oceefr on on both 2 of this particular "pry 
whereby 1 own my ſe ſelf. 


ON: - Giga | 
: a Your moſt Affectionate and 


1 
1 
1 


er 


moſt Obedient Servant, 
© Chriftapher Wilen. 


The Pattern of a Holy Life: A Sermon Preachrd be- 
fore the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen. Decew. _ 
ber the 10th 1699. By Mr. Wilſaw | | 


4 


 Preach'd at 
| St Margaret's W, — 
om 6th. 1700. 


MATTER v4. 
1 fa ay unto you ſwears at all. 


(HIS and the Two Slonhg Chika contain 


which he vindicates the Moral Law from thoſe. 
erroncous Gloſſes, and falſe Interpretations, 
which the Jewiſh Doctors had put upon it; Teaching 
Chriſtians a Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom much exceeding 
that of the Scribes and Phariſees; an inſtance of TD 
we have in the Caſe before us. | 
8 


Ef che T Commandinent God protubigdali ie” - 
Swearing, and Profane uſe of his Holy Name: But this 


CITI: the Seribes and Phariſees had made of 
none 
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Chriſts Divine Sermon on the Mount, ii 8 
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tedge, Truth, Juſtice and Power, as of One who knows 


the ſecrets of all Hearts, is himſelf the Word of Truth, 


Juſt and Powerful in retributing for Affronts done to his 


Honour: Then he who Swears by a Creature, either a- 
- ſcribes thoſe afore- mention d Divine Attributes to that 
Creature, which is the groſſeſt ſort of Idolatry; or elſe 
(if he means any thing) he Sweats by the God of that 


Creature which he then names, and which has a depen- 
dance on, and à relation to God, according to the 
Words following my Text; Swear not by. Heaven, for it is 


' Gods Throne, i. e. It has a twofold Relation to God be- 


ing his Creature, the Work of his Hands, and being his 


Throne, the chief Seat of his Majeſty; And more * ä 


preſly, Mart. 23. 21, 22. Whofo ſhall Swe? by the Temple, 
ſweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein; And he that 
ſhall Swear by Heaven, Sweareth 2 the Throne of God, and 
245 that ſetteth thereon; and ſo 


tSwears by any Creature, Swears by the Creator of it, 
| u and 


ö For Swearing by that Holy Name, being a ſolemn In- 
vocation of Almighty God to Atteſt the truth of what 
we affirm, and by which we own God's Infinite Know- 


by the ſame Reaſon, he 
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and by that fulneſs of the Deity which is thereby rela- 


tively invoked. 


Now the Name, or Being of God is ſo Sacred, that 
we do not only Profane it when we mention it upon a- 
any trifling occaſion, but even when we have an unde- 
cent recourſe to any ſuch things as relate to it. But this 
way of Swearing by Created Beings, was found out by 


> 


the Dogmatizing Jews, as a Salve for common Swearing ; 
and a pretence to indulge that Sin, which in the dregs 


of an Age not much unlike ours, was ſo univerſally 


/ ph that being partly curb'd by the intermixture of 


omam Power, and partly to make the way of Proſely- 
tiſme ſomething ſmooth (as the Feſurts do by Indulgences 
at this day in China) they wanted either Authority or 


Will to ſuppreſs it. And by this Invention they had - 
corrupted the genuine Senſe of the Third Commandment, 


Which prohibited all Swearing in ordinary Converſation, 


and all manner of Profane Invocations whatſoever. 


Therefore our Blefſed Saviour vindicates the Senſe of the 


Commandment: from their erroneous Comments, and 
plainly aſſerts, that thoſe cuſtomary Oaths, which they 


made uſe of, were ſo far from being Lawful, that it was 


Sinful in ordinary Converſation, even to Swear at all. 1 


ſaz unto you, Swear not at all. In Diſcourſing upon which 
Wande f ſhall proceed in this eaſy Method, 3, 


10 Firſt Explain the Text, and then 8 the Obligati- 
on it lays upon all Chriſtians; whereby I ſhalt _ 


I. Sher you the Nature of the Thing here forbiddev.. 


B 3 IL Te 


55 5 1 
* ee” 2 . 72222 4. - — 
fg n © * th 
2 * 23x <-t# $ . 5 0 
. *% P . 1 


"pn opt 


— —_— 1 — 3 — 
IL - r - 
re 


bn £ * — ov — 
8 eee 


r . Ix 
eee ee — * — — 1 


2 2 + ad MEA . l N 
* * - W 5 n S N ES & 
1 © INI LS, Pet WI 3 * 18 I 
\ 5 r OBI” 82 . 
% : e w 725 2 1 Fs 
5 * 2 1 9 — : 
" ME 7.4 8 wget A TSOD 3 fs ” 
_ 8 WL. 1 : 
8 EAR * 7 F 
as 4 wh be 2 
x x 3 


WY 4 . . / * — 
1 * * 2 P V 
— ; k 
Wh N oe” 2 « 2 — Py * 5 * 6 di. me > ? a * 4 Big 
— an, "0 — * T ku 22 — 
N 8 4 * * * * & 
4 | © 7 
- we. * 
4 1 * 71 * *. 
A- 3 f 
s k 
w—_ , 
5 5 5 7 
* 


11. The Reaſoncof the Probibition, 


In Engliſb, as well as in Greek and Latin, we have one 
Word for two very different Things; for to Swear, ſig- 
nifies either to Swear ſolemnly and lawfully, or, to Swear 
profanely and unlamfully. | | 


To Swear Solemnly and Lawfully, is to Swear upon a 
ſerious, conſcientious, and ſolemn Occaſion, when law- 
fully called thereto, that is, when the Law of the Land, 

or the Eternal Law of promoting the Glory of God re- 
quires it. == | | 


To Swear Profanely and Unlawfully, is to Swear upon 
2 light, inadvertent, or carnally paſſionate Occa- 


Our Bleſſed Lord, does not ſeem to have any regard 
to the firſt of theſe, which being a Negative Propoſiti- 
on, and not in this Paſſage aſſerted, we muſt fetch our 
Arguments not only from the Words before us, but elſe- 
where; and what I have to offer for it, will not I hope, 
be look d upon as a Digreſſion, I wiſh the number of 
Gain-ſayers was ſo ſmall that it con'd be thought ſo. 


Firſt then, By this Paſſage it can never be prov'd, that 
our Saviour ſpeaks here of ſolewr and lawful Swearing ; . 
No, tho! it be by Invoking the Sacred Name of God him- 
ſelf. For tis plain, that our Saviour by this, and that 
other Paſlage in the 23 Chapter, complains of the Hy- 
pocriſy of the Scribesaud Phariſees upon this Article of 
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mony, is a thing that is not in its own Nature evil; 
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the 


Traditions; 1. That to Swear by a Creature was not 
ſo dangerous as to Swear by God himſelf, which ſeems to 
be the occaſion of this Paſſage. 2. That to Swear 
by ſome certain Created Beings, was af leſs concern to 
their Conſciences than to Swear by others, which is the 


Subject of Diſcourſe in the 23 Chapter. 


The latter of theſe does not come under our preſent 
Conlideration, 1 Wh, 
The Queſtion between % and the Euthu rafts, is, Whe- 
ther by this Prohibition, all Solemn and Judiciary Oaths 
are expreſly forbid > But this does not appear. 


For our Saviour by theſe \ Words, Sous not at all, 


does as much forbid Swearing by Created Beings, as by 
the Name of God himſelf ; and we can't ſuppoſe, that 


to Swear by Heaver, by the Earth, by Jeruſalem, and 


by a Man's own Head, were the Forms of ſuch Oaths as 


Magiſtrates requir d. 
Furthermore, to give Oath by way of Publick Teſti- 


for if it were ſo, it had never been Lawful or permitted 


under the Old Diſpenſation. * ria | 
That it was ſo, cannot be deny d; and the Intrinſick 


Nature of the Thing remaining, the Moral Reaſons for 


it ſtill continue under the New Diſpenſation. | 
Now it being a Moral thing, that a Man by the moſt 
binding and folemn Expreſſions ſhou'd aſſert a matter 


of Truth, when ſo requir d, and which muſt be to the 
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" Injury and Damage of either the Common-wealth, | or 


ſome particular Member; it cannot be ſuppos d, that our 
- Bleſſed Saviour ſhou'd wholly forbid it; this not being 
any part either of the Ceremonial or Judicial Law, pro- 

rly of the Jews, but belong d to the Moral Law of 
Mankind in general, which had no other Origmation 
than the Light of Nature, and that binds us Chriftzans 
as much as it did the Jews. And fo far was it from be- 
ing an Immoral Thing, that we find God Almighty 
| himſelf in many places of the Scripture, confirming by 
an Oath what he ſaith to Men, Ger. 22. 16. By my ſelf 
- have I Sworn, ſaith the Lord. 


do that God was the Example of it, and not only fo, 
but he eſtabliſh'd the Form of it, i. e. of Swearing by no o- 
ther Name than of himſelf. So that a Solemn Oath being 
a Reverential Thing, 1 Honour, and 
acknowledging the Dignity, Sacredneſs and Inviolable- 
neſs of the Thing, or Perſon Sworn by (therefore, ſaith 
the Author to the Hebrews, 16. 13. becanſe God could 
Swear by no greater, he Sware by himſelf.) Then to Swear 
directly by any thing but God is Idolatry, or Sacrilege, 
ſuch as we cannot ſuppoſe any holy Man, ſuch an one, 
for inſtance, as the Patriarch Joſeph to have been guilty 
of, Gen. 43. 32. He who kept himſelf from bei Tf 
ſo much as by eating with the Egyptians, cou'd not be 
guilty of Swearing by Pharaoh ; but by the life of Pharaoh, 
wasan Intentional and Relative Swearing by God him- 


ſelf. Ia vivat Pharaoh, was it feems, a cuſtomary Aſevera- - 


tion of the Egyptians, and ſignify d neither in the Form 
nor meaning, any more than this, May God fo preſerve 
the King as what Ifay is true: So E;ſba the Prophet Swears 
| i 5 to 
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to Elijah, Ar the Lord lives, and as thy Soul lives, which was 
as much as to ſay, as God is, and as his Power and 
| Goodneſs preſerves thy Life, &c. 2 Kings 2. 2, 4, 6. 80 
that the intention of theſe Expreſſions terminates upon 
God, and all this was Swearing relatively by God himſelf. 
which in the Form of it, was an Act of Religion. So 
the Idolaters made it when they Swore by Baal, Aſtarte, 
or any falſe God. And ſo Caligula defign'd that a Re- 
ligious Worſhip ſhou'd be paid himſelf thereby, and that 
he ſhou'd be eſteem d a God, when he Commanded the 
- Jews to Swear by his Name: For which Reaſon, Joſephus 
tells us, thoſe of Alexandria refusd to obey, and the 
Primitive Chriſtiars wou d not Swear by the Genias of the 
Emperor, but by the Safety of the Emperor, they Swore 
without ſcruple, when call'd to give Evidence; that be- 
longing properly to God; whereas, if the Fortune or Ge- 
ius of the Emperor was any thing, as Origin boldly and 
bravely argues, it was a Demon. - 
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There might be divers Inſtances brought out of the 
Old Teſtament, of holy Perſons ſuch as Abrabam and 
David, making uſe of Oaths upon great, and ſerious Oc- 

caſions; but to conclude this Argument, It cannot be 

ſuppos d, that St. Paul was either ignorant or unmind- 
ful of theſe Words of our Saviour, and yet we hear 
him ſaying, Roze. 1. 9. God it my Witneſs, whom ] ſerve 

with my ſpirit. And yet more plainly, 2 Cor. I. 23. I cal! 

God for à record upon my ſoul. And when he was about 
to confirm the Galatians in the belief of what he wrote, 
Gal. 1. 20. heſays, Now the things I write unto you, before 
God I he not. And you may ſee it likewiſe, in the Ex- 
ample and Practice of an Holy Angel, that came _ 
0 | om 


2 
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from Heaven, Rev. 10. 6. And ſware by him that liveth for 
ever and ever. And yet after all this, it muſt be con- 
feſsd, that our Bleſſed Saviour has plainly ſuggeſted, that 
the Dealings of a Chriſtian ought to be ſo upright and 
fincere, that he ſhou'd never have occaſion to require or 
make uſe of an Oath, that his Converſation ſhou'd be 
Plain and Honeſt, and his Affirmation, or Denial 
ſhou'd carry as much force with it as the moſt ſolemn 
Oath. Tho it is likewiſe as evident from the Reaſons 
which I have given, that an Oath is allowable in Caſes 
of neceſſity, where it may be a means of obliging the 
Perſon concern d to ſpeak the Truth, and where a Con- 
troverſy cannot be otherwiſe determin d; but then an 
Oath is never to be requir d, but when that neceſſity is 
apparent, nor to be given, but when the buſineſs is of 
ſome great moment: Nothing can juſtify an Oath, but 
Religion or Charity, when either the Cauſe of God or 
the Good of my Neighbour is concern d; nay, and even 
then, and in ſuch Caſes, the Perſon who Swears ought 
not to do it raſhly, but with ſuch Reverence and Decen- 
cy as becomes the Exerciſe of all Religious Actions, as 
I have ſhown this to be. | 5 


I come now therefore to a farther Explanation of 
the Text, To enquire into the nature of an Oath, what 
it is. TI ſpeak of ſuch Oaths as too many Men ordinarily 
uſe in Converfation, as when they Swear by Almighty 
God, by his Bleſſed Son, by the Wounds of his Sa- 
cred Body, by the dear Blood of his Croſs, by his 
precious Death, by Heaven, by the Sacrament, or the 
like; what meaning and acceptation among Men ſuch 
nvocations have, what they amount to, and in ere 

- = enſe 


Propbane Swearing, | 


ſenſe they are taken at leaſt, if ſpoke in none at all. 
Why the meaning in ſhort is this ; by ſuch an Oath, 
and ſuch an Invocation, they Imprecate all the Evil 
which can poſſibly befal them in reference to that 
thing which they then mention, by the Power of that 
God to whom the thing has Relation; for to Imprecate 
from a deaf, dumb, or ſenſeleſs Creature, can have no 


meaning at all. | | 
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But every thing we ſay, muſt have a meaning ; it 
will have a meaning whether we will or no; and 
whether we thought of it or no, when we ſaid it, yet we 
muſt aſſign a meaning in the Great Day of Judgment, 
when Men muſt give account for every idle Word; let 
em think it never ſo inſignificant when they ſaid 


it. | : 


Well then, if a Man Swears abſolutely and directly 
by the Holy Name of God, the Caſe is plain, and the 
meaning is, that he then requires God to Revenge the 
Diſhonour done to his Holy Name, ſuppoſing he men- 
tions it to an Untruth. | 


— 4 >. * 4 


Thus far therefore, the very Scribes and Phariſees 
durſt not tempt God. 1 
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But then the Swearing by ſome Created Beings, was, 
as they took it, quite another thing, eſpecially, if it 
was a Being from which they cou d not fear much miſ- 
chief: let the Words ſhift for their own meaning, they 
cou'd keep themſelves out of harms way, it the thing 
they Invok'd, or Swore by, had _— Ears, nor Eyes, 


nor Hands. The 
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The Jews were not willing to Swear by the Life of 
Ceſar, we are told; No, it was not only acknow- 
ledging him to be a God, which notion terrify'd the 

- more Religious amongſt them ; but the Emperor had a 
great many Eyes and Ears in every Corner, and a long 
Hand too ; and if they profaned his Name by a Lye, 
they were ſure to ſmart for it. "Twas ſafer therefore to - 
Swear by Heaven, they did not much fear that falling 
upon their Heads; or by the Earth, that was terra firma, 
and like to ſtand mute; or by Jeruſalem, that had a 
great ſound and fill'd the Mouth, but cou'd ſignify juſt 
nothing in an Oath, no more than the Temple that was 
to ſtand as (ure as Heaven till the Meſſias came, and then 
they wou'd learn a new Leſſon. But hold a little, to 
Swear by the Gold of the Temple, that might be dangerous, 

a Judgment might come upon that; the Romans watch d 
for all opportunities of fingering it; and to Swear by the 
Gift of the Altar, might be as bad; it wou'd give Peo- 
ple a Diſguſt, and by ſuch a Profanation People wou'd 
come to abhor the Offering of the Lord: Here was rare 
Caſuiſtical Divinity ! Well then, to prevent all dangers, 
a Man may be bold with his own, and Swear by his 

_ own Head, that wou'd never revenge upon it (elf, and 
thus onward. | | 


But now here comes our Saviour's Interpretation 
af theſe Oaths, Heaven is God's Throne , and the 
Earth his Footſtool; and thy Head is not thine for theſe 

' uſes, thou canſt not make one hair white or black. 


And 
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Prophane Swearing. 


And this is not all ; but let us conſider farther, 


As all Created Beings are of God, and belong to him, 
to Swear by any of em is a Relative Oath by the 
Maker of em; and to Swear by Heaven, is to Swear by 
all the hopes thou haſt in Heaven, which are all de- 


ergy, upon the pleaſure of God; .to Swear by the 


rth, is to Swear by all the Bleſſings of the Earth, and 
to Imprecate all the Calamities that can on Earth befal 


thee; to Swear by Jeruſalem, or the Temple, is to Swear 


by all the Profeſſion of thy Religion, and to Imprecate 
all the Curſes due to an Apoſtate; and to Swear by thy 


Head, is to Swear by thy own Life, and to Imprecate 


from God a ſudden Death; ſo when any one ſays, As 1 
live I will do ſo, and ſo; or, I'll pawn my Life on it, it 
fignifies, if what I now ſay be not true, I provoke God 
to cut me off, Thus every Oath of what ſort ſoever, 
has Reference to God, awakens as it were his Attention, 
ſollicites at his Mighty Throne, and importunes him for 
Juſtice z Ay: and as if it wou'd confine him withal, 
to ſuch and ſuch methods of Judgments. - 


This is the Nature of Swearing ; this is the inevitable 


meaning of it; theſe are the formal and final Cauſes 


of it; which was the firſt thing I undertook to Conſi- 


der : I come now inthe 


Second place, to enforce the Obligation which theſe 
Words lay upon us Chriſtians; andto ſhew the Reaſons 


of this Prohibition. 
From what hath been ſaid it appears, That there were 


ſome Oaths uſed amongſt them in ordinary Conver- 


C 2 | ſation, 
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ſation, which cou d not be of the ſame Form as the 


Solemn and Judiciary Oaths were; for they were ſuch 


which the Scribes did not allow to be binding upon the 
Conſcience of him that us d em: Now if our Saviour 


forbids thoſe ſort of Oaths; and St. James after him, 
James 15. 12. as poſitively as others of a more ſolemn 
Form; it is plainthen, that our Saviour forbids Swear- 


ing in ordinary Converſation at all. 


to any conſidering Man. 


And -the a of this Sin will ſoon appear, 


Neither Table of the Law does ſo much as ſuppoſe | 
any ſuch thing among the Jews, as Speculative Atheiſm ; 


but the firſt Three Commandments which are Negative, 


+6 yore againſt all the Irreligion which they are capa- 
le of, who confeſs a God; to wit, Superſtition, Idola- 


der. 


try, and Practical Atheiſm; aſcending in this very Or- 


I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. Thou ſhalt 
neither Fear nor Honour either the Sun or Moon, or 
any other Creature, in Heaven as the Heathens did ; 
which Worſhip of theirs, was properly Superſtition, 
AwuotSauoria a fear of Demons, or other Gods beſide 
the Supream, who cou'd with-hold Benefits, or infli& 
Miſchief upon them. | | 


II. Thou ſhalt not wake to thy ſelf any graden Image, &c. 
This provided againſt IAolatry, Thou ſhalt not make to 
Worſhip any Image or Similitade, either of the Supream 
God, or of any other God, Demon, — 1 

; e - Thy ES] | 1 f | 
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. + T TI. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God 
in vain. This provides againſt the higheſt Point of Ir- 
religous Cuſtom, even Practical Atheiſm 5 for whil'ſt 
thou profeſſeſt God in thy Heart, thou muſt not deny 
his Attributes in thy Converſation, as if he cou d not 
hear thee when thou doſt Invoke his Name to an Un- 
truth; as if he had no ſenſe of his own Honour, bnt 
will ſuffer himſelf to be call'd upon on every light, 
and ſometimes profane Occaſion; as if he wanted 
either Wiſdom to diſtinguiſh between Acts of Reli- 
gion and Profaneneſs, or Power to make good his 


So that the Object of our Religion being on all ſides 
| ſecure, nothing remains of the Firſt Table, but to pro- 
mote the proper Overt- acts of Worſhip, and making 


them a conſtant and perpetual Duty, by fixing Solemn 


Days of Exerciſe. 


This then of taking the Name of God in vain, is a 
Sin of the moſt Heinous Nature, and not fo little and 
flight as frequent uſe has made that and ſome other 
Sins of the deepeſt colour ſeem to be; and we are parti- 


cularly warn d of it by a Denunciation annext to the 


Commandment, that we may apply our ſelves to con- - 


ſider how great a Guilt the breach of it brings. 


All Sins are of a direct as well as conſequential Nature 
injurious to God, our Nezghbour, or our Selves; and 
whatever Sin is directly ſo, in all theſe Three reſpects ; 
that ſure, is of the Blackeſt Order of Sin, and deſerves a 

place in the lowermoſt part of Hell. This 


| | 


ot 


* 
* * 
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A Sermon againſt . 


and to grieve a Comforter. ; : 


— 


This Sin of Profane Swearing may then above all 


others ſure challenge that Prerogative. © 


For in the firſt place, It is directly againſt God. 


We cannot ſin directly againſt God any other way poſſi- 


bly, than by diſhonoring his Holy Name; we cannot mo- 


leſt him, nor grieve him, properly ſpeaking; for to grieve 
God, or the Holy Spirit of God, is a Metaphorical 
Expreſſion, for repulſing him, it is only a more Pathe- 


tical Idiom of Speech: We cannot leſſen his Happineſs, 


nor diminiſh his Perfection, nor deprive him of any 
Attribute, nor alter his Counſels, nor reſiſt his Decrees ; 


all that Mankind can do, is to Diſhonour him in the 


Face of the World, all the mighty Giants and Nzzzrods, 
the ſtout and mighty Swearers, and monſtrouſly great 


Blaſphemers, can't make one ſtep up againſt Heaven ; but 


they can Diſhonour God in the fight of Men, in the 


Sphere of this World, which muſt paſs away and come 


to nothing, and ſo the Diſhonouring will at laſt come 
to nothing : But the Common Swearer, as much as in 
him lies, directly Affronts the Majeſty of God, inſults 
him in the Perſon of the Father, The Lord thy God, by 
breaking the Third Commandment; Affronts him in the 


Perſon of the Son, by kicking againſt this expreſs and 
poſitive Precept of my Text; defies him in the Perſon 


of the Holy Ghoſt, by ſpitting upon the Sacred Altar of 
Holineſs, and quenching the Caleſtial Fire of Divine 
Love, of which, he who has but one Spark, can never 
be ſo cold, ſtupid, and ſenſeleſs, as to offer Indignities 


: Second 


f ' 
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_. Secondly, Such a one not only conſe: nentially (of 
which I cou'd give many Inſtances) Injures his Nezh- 
bour ; but he directly wounds him, and that in the ten- 


dereſt part of all his Soul. 


I know of no direct injury, can be done to any Man, 
which does not break that Serious and Univerſal Rule, 
of Doing as one would be done by. And he is the greateſt 
Tranſgreſſor in that reſpe&, who makes the deepeſt and 
- moſt frequent Impreſſions of uneaſineſs upon a Man's: 
Mind, Now the frequent Swearer cannot have any juſt 
Ideas of the Prickings, and Woundings, and Rackings 
of a good Man's Mind, when he hears the Name of God 
ſo Profan'd ; but if he would conſider a little, he muſt 
needs think, that a good Man had much rather hear 
himſelf callumniated and beſpatter d, then hear his Holy 
God, his Dear Saviour, Crucify'd afreſh. It don't trou- 
ble a Man's Conſcience to hear himſelf revild, if he 
has given no occaſion ; but it wounds his Conſcience, 
to hear his God Profan'd, when *tis in his power to 
reſtrain the Inſolence, by [forming againſt the Offender; 
and if to avoid the Cheques of Conſcience, he does 
Inform; he negleas his Affairs, and diſcompoſes his: 
Mind, and ſuffers Reproach ; this is indeed the eaſieſt part 
of the Dilemma to get over, but tis directly injurious to 
any Man, to put him upon it; to force him either to 
ſin againſt God, or to ſuſtain ſome worldly Damage. 
Nay, Diſhonour he muſt inevitably ſuſtain, every true 
Believer is affronted and diſhonourd, deſpisd and vi- 
lify'd, call'd Raca and Fool, that hears his God Pro- 
fand; he that Swears lightly, or Profanes, in a good 
= = Man's 
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Man's hearing, calls that good Man Sot and Heot, 
either to believe in ſuch a God, or Daſtard and Coward, 


not to vindicate his Honour. 


Rs add 4 N A 2 YT RES EL ITN n 3 
' Thirdly, The Common Swearer, Sins directly againſt 


| himſelf All Sins which are directly —_ againſt the 


to him than to any body elſe. 


Tranlgreſſors own elf, are ſuch as are injurious 


- 


Now, tho this Sh of Common Swearing, is highly 


Diſhonouring God Almighty; and it ſeems, as if it 
was levell'd intentionally againſt none but him; and 
tho at the firſt letting fly, it likewiſe ſcandalizes and 
grates upon a Man's Neighbour, yet withall, it fo im- 
mediately recoils upon the Offender, that he himſelf is 

the firſt who receives a Wound . 


| And how great 2 Wound does that Man give himſelf, : 
who expoſes his own Weakneſs, and brandiſhes his Fol- 


ly in the fight of all Mankind! Some People ſound a 


Trumpet of their own Praiſes in the World; but this 
Man blows a Trumpet of his own Diſgrace; is not ſa- 
tisfy d to have low and mean Notions of God, but he 


muſt let every body know the gage of his Capacity, 


when a great Oath muſt ſtand Surety for his Truth, and 


Curſes like ſo many Aſteriss in his Diſcourſe ;; As in im- 


perfect Authors, where Words are wanting, there are ſo 


many black ſtudds, as who ſhou'd ſay, here's a vacancy of 


| Senſe. And ſurely, if a Man ſhou'd ſtudy to affront and 


baving any ſerious Thought about him, and the naked- 


injure himſelf, he cannot do it more effectually, than 
by ſhowing the emptineſs of his Underſtanding, in never 


neſs 
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neſs of his Heart, the very Seat of all filthy Ingratitude; 
where all Benefits, and Mercies, and Kindneſs receivd 
are digeſted into Rottenneſs, and in the fouleſt Eructati- 
ons, flung out againſt his Benefactor: How otherwiſe, 
ſhall we expreſs the making a Mock, or a By-word of that 
Holy Name, by which Heaven and Earth js Bleſſed! di 
On the contrary, if a Man has any ſenſe of Gratitude, 
of Love, of true Faith, of Reverence towards God Al- 
mighty, our Great Creator, Preſerver, Benefactor, our 
Lord, our King, our Maſter, our Father, our Friend! 
If any Tenderneſs or Good - nature, any Civility or Good- 
breeding, any Honeſty, or Humanity towards our Neigh- 
bour, any regard of Credit, or ſenſe of Shame towards 
ourſelves; if a Man would be thought capable of think- 
Ing of theſe Things, he muſt all at once for ever abandon 
this Sin; I ſay, all at once, without looking about for 
any Excuſe, or Extenuation whatſoever. —__ 
Nor can I ſee, how this Sin can any way in the ITI. 
World, be either Excys'd or Extennated; ſeeing it is one | 
of thoſe, to which, there is no Temptation. We are 
prompted to commit moſt other Sins, either by ſome in- 
ward Luſt or Paſſion ; or by ſome outward Advantage, 
which may accrue thereby. But the Common Swearer, 
can pretend to none of theſe Inducements; he can no 
morò pretend to any Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour by this 
Sin, than that he has any Natural Appetite or Inclination 
to it. No: It is a Sin that Nature even in its groſſeſt 
Corruption and Depravity never pleads for: The Luſt- 
fil Man, accuſes the Heat of his Conſtitution, which e- 
very little ſpark of Beauty can put into a Flame; the 
Drunkard alledges, the importunities of Acquaintance, or 
the Converſation of Companions, who wanting natural 
Facetiouſneſs, are forc'd to Brew it between theny(el _ 
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© * by the help of Drink, and ſo out comes the Froth. If 
the Ambitious Man climbs up Precipices, tis to get above 
the World; and the Pleaſure of other Peoples Dread, 
will, he thinks, compenſate for his own Danger. If the 
Covetous Man denies himſelf the very Neceſſaries of Life, 
he can ſay this for a a mages viz. That he is contented 
to want to Day, rather than be afraid of wanting to 
Morrow. But the Common Swarer, is the only Sinner 
without Temptation, and without Excuſe; that Damns 
himſelf for nothing, and receives neither Pleaſure, nor 
Advantage from his Sin; nay, this Sin is more unac- 
countable than Perjury; for a Man may be tempted to 
Sywꝛear falſly for lucre's ſake, in hopes to maintain him- 
ſelf by it, or to raiſe his Fortune; but no Man ever pur- 
chas d much by Common Swearing. 


So that all the Pretences of Pleaſure, Credit, and Ad- 
vantage, being wreſted from this ſort of Sinner; he has 
but one left, he has nothing, I can think of, that he has 
to ſay for himſelf, but that he is Poſſeſ#z he is under the 
Power of the Devil, and can't help it. * 

Well, let us then Conſider, What ſort of Poſſeſſion 
this is; In what Figure does the Devil actuate him ? 
Why, in that of Paſſion ; And is this the mere effect of 
Paſſion? Does ſuch an one in the Tumult and Diſorder 
of his Animal Spirits, lay hold on this as a ſupport? 
muſt Nature in her Convulſions, have recourſe to Oaths 
and Curſes for a Relief? will they ſet the matter right, 

when ſhe is wrong d? do they calm her, when ſhe is 
provok'd ? ſecure her, when ſhe is ſurprizd ? conduct 
her when ſhe is bewildred? If none of all this, than 
how can it be Paſſion? This is but a Pretence, and can 
no other way be accounted for, than that Men in a Paſ- 
ſion don't know what they ſay; this brings it to mere 
5 N Folly, 
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_ Folly, or Senſeleſneſs; and they are accountable ſtill for 
that Paſſion which -bereaves them of their Senſe, and 
_ tranſports them from a Fear and Reverence of God, in- 
to an Extatic and Diabolical Defiance of Almightineſs. ' 
And then perhaps, tis ſuch a familiar Spirit, as pre- 
tends to Cuſtom and Habit; a very ſtrange Pretence, after 
all: For, Why don't ſuch Pretenders break off that Cu- | 
ſtom? Why don't they endeavour to leave, and ſtudy to = 
Reform, and at laſt totally eradicate that Vicious Habit; 
which they may eafily accompliſh, with Care and Dili- 
gence; let em, not ſay, they cant help it, or cannot re- 
form it; for what will he do in compliance either with 
God's Command, or with his own Eternal Happineſs, 
Who will not labour to quit a Vice, which is ſo expreſly 
_ - forbid by Chriſt; and to which he has no other Tem- 
tation than Cuſtom? How can he hope to overcome 
is Luſts and Vices of Senſuality, which are often ex- 
cited by ſtrong Temptations from without? How can he 
hope to deny himſelf in point of Wealth, and Power, 
and Honour, or to Sribrace Death or Bonds, rather 
than forfeithis Integrity, who will not forſake a ground- 
leſs Sin, a Sin without any natural Appetite to ſuggeſt, 
and without a Temptation to excite it? For this is a Cu- 
ſtom wherein Nature is not concern d, and an Habit that 
doubtleſs wou d very eafily be cared, and quickly laid 
aſide if Magiſtrates and other People wou'd do their Du- 
t, and put the Laws in Execution. But to wave ſuch 
Pretences: I ſhall proceed to lay before you ſome of the 
Canſes, why this Sin is ſo much in Uſe. + 8 
And the greateſt of all, muſt needs be a want of due 
Reverence to the Name of God ; and this from a want of 
Faith, the general Cauſe of all Sin; and therefore not 
to inſiſt upon that which is EY to all, a more pe- 
F: —_ 7; - 85 culiar 
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culiar Cauſe is Vain-gloriouſueſi;ʒ it is ſuch a Noble Qualifi- 
cation to ſpeak Dread fully, it ſnows ſo much Courage and 
Manlineſs not to be afraid of ſining, to Swear is ſomething 
extraordinary in Diſcourſe; it ſerves inſtead of Tropes 
and Figures, it is the higheſt fort of Rhetorick vie —_ 
and diſtinguiſhes a Man, tho/ not from the faces of t 
People, the dregs of the Mob, for they have an ancient 
Liberty and Property to it; yet it ſets a Man at a diſtance 
from the Wary, Conſcientious, and Religious part of the 
World: Why, if it were not for this ſort of Dialect, 
one might be miſtaken for a Sober and Grave Man, and 
one that pretends to think of Heaven; if a Man don't 
Swear and Curſe, you'lt expect him to be Sincere, to 
value his Word, and keep his Promiſe, and ſuch Things 
as are below a Man of very brisk daring Parts. 
But all the Tribe of Common Swearers, are not ſo: 
abandon'd in their Principles, or profligate in their Pre- 
tenſions. Some addict themſelves to this Habit upon a 
quite contary Motive, they fancy Oaths and Execrations, 
give a Credit to what they ſay, and make em much ſooner 
_ . believd than plain and cool Expreſſions. But this is a ſtu- 
pid and ſenſeleſs Imagination; for it has a quite contrary 
Effect upon all their Speech; as it contradicts the very 
End for which they Sin, it has a direct tendency to bring 
a Diſcredit upon whatever they ſhall-ſpeak ; for every 
one knows, that no Man's Word is ſo little regarded, as. 
that of a Common Swearers, and the binding and con- 
firming what he ſays, with Oaths and Execrations, very 
much leſſens the Credit of it; For what Credit can be 
given to that Man's Word, who has ſo little Fear and 
EKeverence of God, as to have no Eſteem or Regard for 
| his Oath ? it rather blaſts his Credit, and ruins his Re- 
putation with all Serious and Judicious Perſons. 
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A Man can never enough enlarge upon the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of this Sin; and what I have ſaid, has, I hope, in 
aà great meaſure ſhown the Folly and Heinouſneſs of it. 
And now much Reaſon have we of this Sinful Nation, 


to expect God's heavy ” udgments upon us, where this 
Sin is become ſo Univerſal; how much then does it con- 


cern all thoſe who love the Gates of Sion, and the Peace 
of Jeruſalem, who are truly affected to the Church and 
Stare under which they live, to endeavour as much as 
in them lies, in their ſeveral Stations and Callings, to put 


a ſtop to this Outragious and Spreading Sin, which has 


render'd us obnoxious to God's Vengeance. 5 

I pray God, that thoſe who are directly Guilty, 
wou d timely and ſeriouſly apply to themſelves all that 
[ have ſaid; there is but one great Uſe to be made of 


it, which is a Sincere and Efficacions Repentance. In 


order Memes. —- ff + | 

I ſhall firſt in an uncommon way of Application, Ad- 
dreſs my (elf to thoſe who are guilty of this Sin, tho 
they never practiſed it; who ſhall atleaſt, henceforward 
incurr the Guilt, unleſs they make it their concern, as 
much as in them lies, to ſtop the Torrent of this perni- 


ciĩous Ilnundation. | 


Firſt, To thoſe who by God's Providence are placed in 
a Pnblick Station, and whoſe Charge it is, To be a Terrour 
to evil doers. Every Publick Officer and Magiſtrate, is 
God's Steward in the Goverment of the World, to 
whom God has committed the management of thoſe Af- 


fairs which fall under his Juriſdiction,” or within his 


Sphere; and from whom God expects that he ſnou d ſee 
his Holy Intereſt advanc'd, and that Religion and Piety, 


be duely Exercisd and Promoted. Let them therefore 


ſerioullyconſider, that when ever by their Negligence 
or Default, Sin gets ground, and Religion isdiſcourag'd; 


they 
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they are unfaithful to that Truſt which God hath com- 
mitted to them; for which he will one Day require a 
very ſevere and dreadful Account. . ST 
Let ſuch conſider, that there are Laws Ordain'd againſt | 
this Sin of Swearing, that there are not only Old Laws 
ſtill in force, But New Onet made againſt it; which they 
have been this Day reminded of, and that they are made 
the Adminiſtrators of thoſe Laws; when therefore, 
they neglect to puniſh an Offender, they are not only 
unfaithful to their Charge, but they are themſelves ſo 
far conſequently guilty, as by conniving at this Sin, 
they give occaſion for it to ſpread and increaſe; by 
which the whole Realm is obnoxious to God's heavy 
and ſpeedy Judgments. From theſe Conſiderations, it 
highly becomes you impartially to puniſh all Offenders 
in this kind, and by all means poſſible to diſcourage and 
deter them: And on the contrary, by your countenance 
and favour to encourage and commend Sober and Reli- 
gious Men, make Sobriety and Vertue a Qualification for 
Preferment; and Profaneneſs and Wickedneſs a bar and 
ſtop toit. Not that the total extirpation of it can be 
effected by the Magiſtrate alone, without the concurring 
endeavour and aſſiſtance of all Good and Sober People, 
to whom, do now in the | 
Second place Addreſs my ſelf. Let ſuch conſider, 
That the Wiſdom of the Nation has made Laws for the 
total extirpation of this Crying Sin among us. 5 
The Law has Honour d every Good Man with a Power, 
it has call'd and invited every One to accept of that Ho- 
nour, and as that Invitation is on God's behalf, take 
| heed how you neglect ſuch an Opportunity of ſerving 
God. Remember the Obligations of your Baptiſmal 
Vows, to ſtand up for the Honour of God, to be 
 Clviſts faithful Soldiers and Servants, to fight under 
8 | EE. 
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his Banner and maintain his Cauſe againſt all Adverſaries. 

There is perhaps a Nominal Invidiouſneſs caſt upon 
this Religious Office, but there is a real Honour in per- 
forming the Duty; a Duty that has been practicd by 
the moſt Honourable Men in Sacred as well as Prophane.. 
Story, one inſtance to go no farther is enough to make 
you _ all Reflections, by the Example of Joſeph the 
Patriarch, Ger. 37. 2. he who was the Choſen of God, 
and ſo Venerable in Sacred Story, fear'd not to Ieform 
his Father concerning the evil Deeds of his Brethren. 
But in this matter before us, theres no place for ſo much= 
as Invidiouſneſs, when it is conſider d, that ye do not 
hereby publiſh any Man's Failings as all other Lformati- 
ons do, becauſe the guilty Perſon is himſelf the Publiſh- 
er in this Caſe, and firſt proclaims his own Infamy. 

And now, They who notwithſtanding all that has 
been ſaid, ſhall be aſhamd of bearing this fart of the 
Croſs, let 'em remember his Words, who bore it all 
in its whole weight, Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me 
and of my words in this Adulterous and Sinful Generation, of. 
him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the Holy Angels. 


A Word or two is neceſſary pin the b and Laſt place, 3. 


to thoſe who are dire#ly guilty-in the practice of this 
Horrid and Fooliſh Sin. | 
Such ſhou'd ſeriouſſy conſider with themſelves, the In- 
finite Greatneſs and Glory, and Majeſty of that Name 
which they Profane and 1 conſider that it 
is a Name to which every : Knee does bow, of Things 
in Heaven, and Things on Earth, ond Things under the 
Earth; that it is a Name which the Angels of Heaven for 
ever Admire, Worſhip, Bleſs and Love, which you ſo. 
vulgarly uſe and trifle with; that it is a Name which the 
Cherubs and Seraphs, Thrones and Dominions , * 
N 5 Alt - 2 
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all thoſe Celeſtial Inhabitants never mention but with the 
profoundeſt Reverence, and moſt humble Veneration, - 
* + - which you daily Blaſpheme by horrid Oaths, and execra- 
ble Imprecations; and conſider, that it is the Name of the 
Breat God of Heaven and Earth, who is ever preſent to 
the ſtilleſt Whiſpers of your Souls, and greateſt Secrets of 
your Hearts; He that is withal a jealous God, and will 
not ſuffer ſuch Indignities and Contemptuouſneſs towards 
his Divine Majeſty to go unpuniſh'd. In ſhort, if you 
ever hope to Laud, to Magnify and ſing Eternal Halle- 
lujahs with all the Hoſt of Heaven, to him that ſits upon 
| 4 Throne and to the Lamb for ever, let your Pra- 
ice be conſiſtent with your Hopes, and qualify your 
ſelves for thoſe endleſs Enjoyments, by ſetting watch be- 
fore the door of your Lips, that you offend not with your Tongues. * 
l beg leave to add to all that I have ſaid a few Ex- 
poſtulations. | | : „ 
cannot underſtand that a Common Swearer has any 
manner of Principles, but let them be what they will 
Im ſure his Practice is inconſiſtent witl em. 
Art thou a Jem? read the Commandment, Thou ſhalt - 
not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. © 
Art thou a Deift ? Know that God is to be honour'd, 
. and that all mankind look upon . Common. Swearin 
[ and all other Prophaneſs of Speech to be a Cauſeleſs, 
an Unjuſtifiable, and a Publick diſhonouring of the Su- 
Pream Being. BE: JV 
Art thou an Atheiſt? Be aſham d of affronting or at 
leaſt impoſing upon all mankind, by Invoking and calling 
to witneſs what thou doſt not believe to have a Being. 
Art thou a Senceleſs, Unthinking, Incorrigible Thing? 
Keep it to thy ſelf. _ | FEE 
But art thou a Chriſtian,gftexall, a Diſciple and Servant 
of Jeſus Chriſt £ Then at the words of thy Bleſ- . 
ſed Maſter, Swear not at aft 4 OE 
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